MODERN TRAVEL

my example, began in his own easy way to slo
unwind this handkerchief, when to my horror a la
tarantula fell from its folds. Now, had Brum been
impulsive man, no doubt the spider would have b
squeezed, and would have then fastened on his n
and poisoned his blood mortally.

I was soon initiated into the mysteries of beating
way by train, which is so necessary in parts of t
country,  seeing  the  great  distances   between   tow
Sometimes we were fortunate enough to get an em]
car;   sometimes we had to ride the bumpers ;   a
often, when travelling through a hostile country,
rode on the roof of a car, so as not to give the brakesm
an opportunity of striking us off the bumpers unawar
It is nothing unusual in some parts to find a m<
always a stranger, lying dead on the track, often <
in many pieces.   At the inquest they invariably bri
in a verdict of accidental death, but we know differe:
Therefore we rode the car's top, so as to be at no d
advantage in a struggle.   The brakesman, knowing w
that our fall would be his own, would not be too eag
to commence hostilities.   Sometimes we were despers
enough to ride the narrow iron rods, which were und
the car, and only a few feet from the track.    Tl
required some nerve, for it was not only uncomfortab
but the train, being so near the line, seemed to ,
running at a reckless and uncontrollable speed, where*
when riding on the car's top, a much faster train seer
to be running much slower and far more smooth and sai
Sometimes we were forced to jump off a moving train,
the point of a revolver.   At other times the brakesme
were friendly, and even offered assistance in the way
food, drink or tobacco.   Again, when no firearm was ]
evidence, we had to threaten the brakesman with deal
if he interfered with us.   In this way Brum and mysc
travelled the States of America, sleeping at night by cam
fires, and taking temporary possession of empty houses